LIFE   OF   LORD   REDESDALE
divided in opinion and were constantly quarrelling with
one another."1
Matters remained on this unsatisfactory footing for
some time. Both the Civil and the Military authorities
realized the difficulties of the situation and were anxious
to be conciliatory, but they were also obliged to obey their
instructions and awkward incidents which needed much
tact to handle were continually arising. At last the Prime
Minister decided that if the Chancellor would state his
opinion fully to Lord Eldon it would be carefully con-
sidered, and either the Instructions to Lord Cathcart
would be altered or arrangements would be made to
prevent any further misunderstanding. Lord Redesdale
at once consented, and his statement dealing exhaustively
with the whole question is now preserved in the Manu-
script Department of the British Museum. The matter
now rested between the two Chancellors, and Yorke hoped
that every effort would be made to preserve a good
understanding, and that everybody would join heartily
in endeavouring to beat the enemy and put down rebellion
without entering into nice discussions about the precise
limits and forms of authority. " God knows, if this is done,
it will soon be over with the British Empire."
Appeals from England were carrying weight. Both
sides knew the folly and danger of dissension when the
safety of their country was at stake and, as patriotic English-
men, they ignored as far as possible a situation which would
never have arisen had the new Commander been treated
by the authorities at home in like manner to his pre-
decessor, who had received no Instructions at all, but had
been left to act at his own discretion.
Lord Cathcart was Commander of the Forces in Ireland
1 C. Phillips: Curran and his Contemporaries (1850), p. 263.
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